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Why Did We Make FREDcast?

• Expands on existing, popular services

• Educational tool to give students better 
understanding of macroeconomic data
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Agenda
• How Does FREDcast Work? 

– Forecast Entry
– Scoring 

• Release Dates
• Scoring Calculations

• How Does FREDcast Work with the Instructor 
Management Panel (IMP)?
– Logging into the IMP
– FREDcast in the IMP
– Student Experience 



How Does FREDcast Work?
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http://fred.stlouisfed.org/fredcast

http://fred.stlouisfed.org/fredcast


How Does FREDcast Work?

5



How Does FREDcast Work?
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How Do I Get Started?

http://fred.stlouisfed.org/fredcast

7

http://fred.stlouisfed.org/fredcast


How Do I Enter My Forecasts?: 
Unemployment Rate
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How Do I Enter My Forecasts?: 
Payroll Employment 
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How Do I Enter My Forecasts?: GDP
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How Do I Enter My Forecasts?: CPI
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How Do I Enter My Forecasts?
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When Will My Scores Be Released?
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2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Sun Mon Tue Wed     Thu      Fri      Sat
October 2016

October Due 
Date

13



When Will My Scores Be Released?

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Sun Mon Tue Wed     Thu      Fri      Sat
November 2016
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October 
Employment

October CPI



How Can I View My Scores?
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How Can I View My Scores?
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250 80 Forecast 
Error

Series 
Standard 
Deviation

Monthly 
Points

How Are My Monthly Points Calculated?

A higher ratio here…

Results in fewer points here
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How Is My All-Time Score Calculated?
The All-Time Score is a down-weighted sum of monthly points

Monthly 
Points T

Monthly 
Points T-20.5 0.36 0.33Monthly 

Points T-1

All-Time 
Score
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FREDcast       the I.M.P.

FREDcast access via I.M.P.

Teacher as League Manager
• Create Leagues
• Add classes
• League Invites
• Manage Calendar
• Player Standings
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Logging into FREDcast

1.Register a teacher 
account
o Can use existing FRED 

account
2.Create a private FREDcast 

league for students in 
your classroom.

3.Have students log in to 
FREDcast student page to 
complete registration.

4.Students allow instructor 
to see all information
Box
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Create a Private League
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Add Classrooms to Your Leagues
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League Management: Adding Players
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Student Registration
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