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Statistical Releases on FRASER
• Research value is high:

– Federal Reserve was an early collector and distributor 
of national and regional data

– Developed index data for wholesale prices and 
industrial production

– Regular and consistent production of data to 
correspond with publication schedule

– Reflect the current assessment of the economy (not 
the more complete assessment that comes later)

• Necessary information that needed to be gathered 
for proper functioning of the central bank’s duties
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Historical Statistical Releases:  
digitization difficulties

• Historically not well distributed
• No complete collection held anywhere
• Difficult to assemble a lengthy time series, 

particularly for older series 
• Multiple titles for same data
• Same title used for different data
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Statistical Releases distribution

• Compared to other statistical publications, 
the Statistical Releases were generally not 
well distributed. 

• Because the Board is an independent 
agency, it was not part of the Federal 
Depository Library Program, so they were 
not distributed through that channel.
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Statistical Releases distribution

• The BEA’s (print) Survey of Current 
Business is held* by almost 2000 libraries

• The (print) Federal Reserve Bulletin is 
held* by roughly 1600 libraries

• Most (print) statistical releases are held* 
by fewer than 20 libraries

*Based on holdings listed in OCLC
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Digitization of BOG data
• Some Statistical Releases were digitized 

early for FRASER (about 6,000 issues)
• For the centennial, Fed researchers indicated 

preference for digitizing the Statistical 
Releases

• As a result, the Statistical Releases in the 
Board Library were collected and sent out for 
digitization (39,000 issues)

• This collection was then organized and 
added to the statistical releases on FRASER
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FRASER adds consistent titles

• When the ‘parent’ is clear and the line is 
straight, statistical releases are combined 
into a single title

• The preceding titles are listed under the 
term alternate title, and our metadata 
establishes one title (the most recent one) 
as the uniform title
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Links added to 
the Federal 
Reserve Board 
Statistical 
Release 
Publication 
History Working 
Paper
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FRASER provides
• Access:

– By title, theme, subject, and Seldin’s working paper
– Via Google search (in FRASER and externally)
– Through DPLA and our OAI feed

• The documents:
– 98 titles, nearly the entire collection of titles
– 47,563 issues (at least 5/6 of the issues)

• Supporting information:
– Metadata in MODS
– Subjects, themes, and author links
– Uniform titles, when relevant
– Links to series in FRED
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Future plans
• Track down missing issues and titles and add 

them to FRASER

• Send updates to Board for revision of publication 
history working paper 

• Experiment with OCR for data tables

• Connect FRED and FRASER more/better

• Look for similarly lightly distributed data 
releases—these are gold for researchers as they 
offer previously unused/undiscovered data to mine
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THANK YOU!

Katrina Stierholz, 314-444-8552
Katrina.L.Stierholz@stls.frb.org
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