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Federal Reserve Board’s Role
as a Statistical Provider



Federal Reserve’s Statistics and Data 
since 1914 :

 105 statistical releases with release numbers

 32 current releases; two of which are Principal Federal 

Economic Indicators:

 Industrial Production and Capacity Utilization

 Consumer Credit

 A dozen data tables as part of the Federal Reserve 
Bulletin and the Board’s Annual Report

 Other datasets
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Federal Reserve Data Sources:
 Data from banks, financial institutions and consumers

 Data through survey responses

 Other Federal agencies’ data

 Purchased from vendors
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Data from Banks,
Financial Institutions and Consumers

 Assets and Liabilities of Commercial Banks

in the U.S. (H.8) – FR2644

 Factors Affecting Reserve Balances (H.4.1) – FR34

 Finance Companies (G.20) – FR2248, FR2005

 Money Stock Measures (H.6) – FR2900

6



Reporting Forms on the
Federal Reserve’s Public Website
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Data through Survey Responses
 Senior Loan Officer Opinion Survey on Bank Lending 

Practices

 Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF)

 Senior Credit Officer Opinion Survey on Dealer Financing
Terms
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Data from other
Federal Agencies and Vendors

 Consumer Credit (G.19) – Bloomberg, Census Bureau, etc.

 Financial Accounts of the United States (Z.1) – U.S. Dept.

of the Treasury, Bureau of Economic Analysis, S&P, etc.

 Foreign Exchange Rates (G.5/H.10) – The Federal Reserve 

Bank of New York

 Selected Interest Rates (H.15) – U.S. Dept. of the Treasury, 

Bloomberg, Moody’s, etc.
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Evolution of the Statistical
Releases



Federal Reserve Assembled
Statistical Releases:

 Banking and Monetary Statistics 1914–1941

 Banking and Monetary Statistics 1941–1970

 Annual Statistical Digest 1970–1995

 Statistical Digest from 1996–2000
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G.19 Consumer Credit
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Publication 
date



Statistical Releases
Nomenclature Numbers

 C – Annual, e.g. C.7.3

 E – Quarterly or Semiannual, e.g. E.2

 G – Monthly, e.g. G.19

 H – Weekly, e.g. H.4.1

 B and FR – Board of Governors or Federal Reserve,

e.g. B801 and FR344
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Title and Number Changes for G.17
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Numbered Statistical Releases
1914–2015
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Reasons for the Statistical Releases
Decline since 1960’s

 Transfer of some of the reporting responsibilities
to other agencies

 Discontinuance of duplicated statistical releases

 Merger of existing statistical releases
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A Reference Guide:
Federal Reserve Board Statistical
Releases: a Publications History



Numbered Statistical Releases
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Item #

Current title & number
Publication date

Frequency



Appendix: Figures
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Release Number and Title Index
Release Number Index
G.22 Consumer Credit at Consumer Finance Companies, 65
G.25 Automobile Loans by Major Finance Companies, 66
G.25 Automobile Loans by Major Sales Finance Companies, 66

Title Index
Automobile Instalment Credit Developments, 67
Automobile Instalment Loans at Commercial Banks, 93
Automobile Loans by Major Finance Companies, 66
Automobile Loans by Major Sales Finance Companies, 66

Item #

Item #
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Federal Reserve Board Statistical 
Releases: a Publications History
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Location of
the Statistical Releases
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 Federal Reserve Board Data Releases:

http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/statisticsdata.htm

 Federal Reserve Board Reporting Forms:

http://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/default.aspx

 Seldin, Sian L. (2016). “Federal Reserve Board Statistical Releases:

a Publications History,” Financial and Economic Discussion Series

2016-016. Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System.

http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/feds/2016/files/2016016pap.pdf

 Rua, Gisela and Sian Seldin. “History of the Federal Reserve Statistical 

Releases,” March 4, 2016. FEDS Notes.

http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/notes/feds-notes/2016/history-of-the-
federal-reserve-board-statistical-releases-20160304.html

http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/statisticsdata.htm
http://www.federalreserve.gov/apps/reportforms/default.aspx
http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/feds/2016/files/2016016pap.pdf
http://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/notes/feds-notes/2016/history-of-the-federal-reserve-board-statistical-releases-20160304.html
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