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A Tale of Two Projects
State Banking Reports

 3 Faculty and 1 Graduate Student from the 
Graduate School of Business 

 Research: study of banks pre and post 1930’s Great 
Depression

 State Banking Commission Reports from 9 States: 
Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia 
(complete runs from 1920-1940)

 43 volumes*; 4,315 “images”, primarily all tables 
(*not available via Hathi, agency websites)

 Possibly copyrighted

 Table Re-keying outsourced

ICMA Municipal Yearbook

 Political Science Faculty 

 Research: factors that impact city governance, 
differences in cities with council-manager vs. mayor-
council; city finance and budget tables.

 1 Title, 84 volumes, approximately 45,5000 “images”

 Combination of text and tables

 Copyrighted by ICMA

 Table Re-keying by research assistants
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Banking Reports: Publications are all over the place!



Banking Reports: Publications are all over the place!
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Copyright & Permission
State Banking Reports

• Copyright Law Section 105 Covers Federal 
Government Information, not States!

• Post-1923 could be copyrighted

• We seek permission

• Work of Free State Gov Info 
http://stategov.freegovinfo.info/

Municipal Yearbook

• Clearly Copyrighted

• Negotiation process in-proess
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Banking Reports: Permission Process
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My colleagues and I are working on a research project on 
“Banking during the Great Depression” that uses data from 
your agency’s Annual Reports from the years 1920 to 1940. 

To aid in that research, we request your permission to digitize possibly copyrighted editions of 
those works, to archive the digital version of the works, and to make the digital works publicly 

accessible.

If you agree, please indicate your permission by responding to our email and including the 
information below: 

The [insert state name] Bank Department hereby authorizes the Stanford University Library to
digitize the [insert state] state publications listed below (“the Works”); to archive and preserve
the Works in a digital archive, such as the Stanford Digital Repository; and to make the Works
accessible to the public through its catalog, its website, or other publicly accessible tools, without
restriction.

We further authorize Stanford University Library to share the digital versions of the Works with
other digital archives or institutional repositories, including, but not limited to, HathiTrust.



ICMA: Copyright and Cost…
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Unlocking the “data”:  .tiff OCR’d .pdf .csv/.xls

- ABBYY FineReader
for OCR

- Tabula?
- IBM Bluemix?

Additional steps:
- Manual re-key, with 

audit
- Manual re-key with 

arbitration

- Hire freelancers
- Hire undergrad/grad 

student assistantshttps://purl.stanford.edu/qk950cx7608



Data Curation and Archiving
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Thank You!
Questions? Comments…

Kris Kasianovitz, krisk11@stanford.edu
@govinfogal
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Demo: 
Scanning materials 
using the Atiz book 
scanner



Stanford Library DLSS “Robot Scanner”

Image Source: 
https://library.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/widget/image/robot
.jpg?itok=HFt-5UY4

Animated gif Courtesy of Linda Lam, Stanford Libraries
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